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Local Curriculum and Mother Tongue Education in Nepal
Dr. Rishiram Adhikari

Lecturer, Department of English, 
N.S.U, Balmiki Sanskrit Vidhaya Pitha, Kathmandu, Nepal

Abstract
Local curriculum and mother tongue education are the outcomes of democratic system that 

formally began in the decade 1950, however, utilized in the decade of 1990s after accomplished 
the people movement of 1990. The study analyzes the nexus and relevancy of mother tongue 
education in local curriculum in basic level school education. To complete the research descriptive 
research design has been followed and the study was based on secondary sources of data gathered 
through library research method. Both local curriculum and mother tongue-based curriculum 
focus on local issue including local language and knowledge so it is better to integrate local 
curriculum with the provision of mother tongue education.    
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Introduction 
Local curriculum supports students to manage their local needs. Around the world there 

are various models of local curriculum that practice for the class room purpose. UNESCO Report 
(2008) highlights the three models that are related to language, traditional skill and day to need.
Local curriculum should include either local language, skill or the matter that need to sustain in 
certain locality. But in the context of Nepal local curriculum neither includes local language, skill 
and locality-based knowledge nor the mother tongue. It only follows the national grid of local 
curriculum which is almost similar to the previous one. The study analyzes the relevancy and nexus 
of mother tongue and local curriculum. In the context of Nepal mother tongue education can only 
fulfil the demand of local curriculum by addressing local issues like language, culture and 
indigenous knowledge. Issue of mother tongue education and local curriculum was materialized 
in Nepal after promulgation of the constitution of Nepal 1990. In this regard, Subedi (2015) notes, 

The concept of the local curriculum was materialized after the implementation of Primary 
Education Curriculum (1992). As such, the idea of educating people on the basis of local needs of 

IInnvveennttiivvee  
PPeeeerr--RReevviieewweedd,,  OOppeenn  AAcccceessss  JJoouurrnnaall  

IISSSSNN::  22777733--77997777  ((PPrriinntt))  
IISSSSNN::  22777733--88118833  ((OOnnlliinnee))  

Volume 2, July, 2020, PP: 1-8  


